
• If eligible under Section 504, your child 

has a right to periodic reevaluations to 

determine whether there has been a 

change in educational need. 

• You have a right to notice prior to any 

action by the district regarding the 

identification, evaluation, or placement 

of your child. 

• You have a right to examine relevant 

records.   

• You have a right to challenge the actions 

of the SST regarding your child’s 

identification, evaluation, or educational 

placement or on other 504 matters.  You 

may file a written Notice of Appeal with 

the district’s 504 Coordinator, the 

Executive Director of the Department of 

Social Emotional Support, within 30 

calendar days from the time you received 

the written notice of the SST’s action(s). 

• You also have a right to file a complaint 

with the Office for Civil Rights (OCR). 

• For additional information see: 

 

Protecting Students With Disabilities 

(ed.gov) 

 

A parent or emancipated minor may 

request mediation or an impartial due 

process hearing related to decisions or  

actions regarding your child’s 

identification, evaluation, education 

program, and placement. You and the 

student may take part in the hearing and 

have an attorney represent you. Hearing 

requests must be made to the 504 

Coordinator at 443-809-0238.  

Contacts: 
• Your child’s school. 

• Office of Student Support Services: 

443-809-0238 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The Baltimore County Public Schools 

does not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of 

race, sex, age, color, physical or   mental 

disability, marital status, political affilia- 

tion, creed, religion, or national  origin.” 

This document will be made available 

upon request in alternate formats for 

persons with disabilities.  Please contact 

the Office of Student Support Services at 

443-809-0238. 
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Frequently Asked Questions About 504 
 

What is Section 504? 

Section 504 is a federal law that protects 

the civil rights of persons with disabilities. 

The Act prohibits any organization that re- 

ceives federal funds from discriminating 

against otherwise qualified individuals be- 

cause of a disability. School programs and 

activities are subject to this law. 

 

 

Who is Eligible 

A student with a disability should be con- 

sidered for eligibility under Section 504 if 

he/she: 

• has a physical or mental impairment 

which substantially limits one or more 

major life activities 
• has a record of such an impairment; or 

• is regarded as having such an impair- 

ment. 

“Major life activities” include caring for 

oneself, performing manual tasks, walking, 

seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learn- 

ing, working, eating, sleeping, standing, 

lifting, bending, reading, concentrat-

ing, thinking, and communicating.  

Examples of “impairments” under Section 

504 include severe allergies, cerebral palsy, 

diabetes, epilepsy, and Attention Deficit 

Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). 

 

A diagnosis of a disability does not auto- 

matically qualify a student for eligibility 

under Section 504. Teachers or parents who 

feel a student may meet the criteria for 

Section 504 eligibility may request a 

Student Support Team (SST) meeting. 

What if You Suspect a 504 

Disability? 

• Contact the school and ask to talk to the 

SST Chairperson (usually an assistant 

principal). 

• Be ready to assist in documenting a dis- 

ability. 

• Attend the meeting (SST). 

• Be an active partner in the process with 

the school. 

 

What is a 504 Plan? 

Students who meet the eligibility guidelines 

will have a 504 Plan developed for use in 

school. The Plan specifies the nature of the 

impairment, the major life activity affected 

by the impairment, accommodations neces- 

sary to provide access based on the student’s 

needs, and the person(s) responsible for im- 

plementing the accommodations. 

 
Parents are encouraged to participate in 

development of the plan. A case manager 

will be assigned to notify teachers about the 

accommodations and monitor implementa- 

tion. 
 

• Accommodations should be specific to 

the individual student and should not 

include accommodations typically 

provided to general education students. 

• Accommodations should be specific to 

the individual student’s physical or 

mental impairment in terms of the 

substantial limitation to the major life 

activity. 

 

Accommodations must be documented in 

writing. 

What are the Due Process Rights? 

Summary of Parent/Student 

Rights in 

Identification, Evaluation, and 

Placement 

(Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 

Act of 1973) 

 

The following rights are provided to parents 

and students under Section 504:  

• You have a right to be informed by the 

school district of your rights under 

Section 504. 

• Your child has a right to an appropriate 

education designed to meet his/her needs 

as adequately as the needs of non-disabled 

students are met. 

• Your child has the right to free educational 

services except for those fees that are 

imposed on non-disabled students or their 

parents.   

• Your child has a right to placement in the 

least restrictive environment. 

• Your child has a right to facilities, 

services, and activities that are comparable 

to those provided for non-disabled 

students. 

• Your child has a right to an evaluation 

prior to an initial 504 placement and any 

subsequent significant change in 

placement. 

• Testing and other evaluation procedures 

must conform to the requirements of 34 

CFR 104.35 as to validation, 

administration, areas of evaluation, etc.  

• The SST shall consider information from 

a variety of sources to determine eligibility 

under Section 504. 

• Placement decisions must be made by a 

group of knowledgeable persons (i.e., 

Student Support Team).  


